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Doyle, Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan (1859-193¢), writer, was born at 11
Picardy Place, Edinburgh, on =2z May 1859, the eldest son and third of the nine
children of Charles Altamont Dovle (18532-1893), an artist and draughtsman in
the Edinburgh office of works, and his wife Mary, néeFoley (1838-1521),
daughter of Catherine Folay, née Pack. Mary and her mother were immigrants
from Ireland and were descended from landed Irish Catholic and protestant
stock. They supplementead their meagre income by taking in lodgers, one of
whom was Charles Doyle. In 1864 Charles's growing aleoholism led to a
temporary breakup during which Arthur was domiciled at Liberton Bank with
sisters of the historiographer-roval for Scotland, John Hill Burton, who
influenced the young Doyle's development as historian and bibliophile.

Early life and education

In 1867 the Doyle family reunited and inhabited the evercrowded tenement
flats at 5 Sciennes Place, Edinburgh, the poorer half of a Newington cul-de-sac.
Arthur headed a local strest gang of boys, from whom he later evolved Sherlock
Helmes's youthful allies, the Baker Strest Irregulars. Funded by wealthy uncles,
he attended Hodder preparatory school from 18648 to 1870 and then its senior
schocl, Stonvhurst College, from 1870 to 1875. He was happy at Hodder, less
happy at Stonyhurst, but developed talents as a story-teller and sportsman.

Conan Doyle, as he became known, entared Edinburgh University medical
school in 1876 and witnessed a variety of maedical characters, chief among them
his menteor, Joseph Bell. Bell was a master of deduction from minutias of
avidence, such as gravel on a shoe conveying a patient's routs to work, the
better to impress the patient and his own attendant students. Otherwise, Bell
wag austere and scientific with students and patients, in contrast to Sir Patrick
Heron Watson, of whom it was said that ‘nebody in Scotland was ready to die
until they had first seen Watson’. The contrast batween Bell's and P. H. Watson's
manners survives in Holmes's cold-bloodedness contrasted with John Watson's
humanity.

First writings and medical practice

During his student days Conan Dovle sent his earliest surviving fictional work,
‘The Haunted Grange of Goresthorpe’ (unrelated to a similar title published in
1887), to Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, but it was not used. His first
published story was a mock-authentic South African varn, ‘The Mystery of
Sasassa Valley', which appeared in Chambers's Edinburgh Journalon 6
September 1870, Later that menth, on 20 September, he published his first nen-
fictional article, Gelseminum as a poison® in the British Medical Journal.
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